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army, provoked by me, was totally false, and that there really existed the faction which I have accused, that Moore was the head of it, and while such a faction was acting against me I could not be responsible for the appearance of differences with the few individuals who composed it. He has promised to set me right with the King."l
As to which there is this remark to be made, that we are all of us apt to lend ready assent to the man at our elbow, or to leave on him the impression that we do so; that we all of us are apt to ignore the absent, and that this applies equally to Moore's conversations and to Sir Gilbert's, not so clearly to the reading over by the Duke of York of Sir Gilbert's own despatches and to the Duke's comments when he was alone with his secretary (p. 183). There is only one principle by which truth can be reached, viz. by bringing a man and his accusers face to face, but we all are prone to prefer the easier method of avoiding it. Take, for instance, one concrete case. Would it not seem conclusive if we assume Sir Gilbert to have said : "You will see here that Moore actually believed that absurd lie about the bust, though I myself saw the bust practically whole." But suppose Moore had been there to reply, " I have no doubt that Sir Gilbert saw a bust whole, but it was Signor Peraldf s bust which had, in order to deceive him, been substituted for the one that was smashed by the stilettos." That is a simple illustration of the dangers of judging by ex parte statements, and it applies to the whole case. It is on that account that I have endeavoured to place fairly together the statements on both sides in order that they may be weighed together. To sum up : Captain
1 "Life of Sir Gilbert Elliot," vol. ii. p. 410.